Prashant said, "Holy One, what is our connection with God, what
is our relationship with Him?"
Swami - Have you ever seen the mighty ocean? Yes? And then
have you examined a drop of water? Well, the former is a mighty and
vast expanse - endless, and the latter is but a tiny drop. But the nature
of both is the same. The drop has come from the ocean and, later, it will
go back into the ocean from which it came; that is to say, it will merge
into the ocean at some time or the other. Similarly, we too came from
God and at some time or the other, will go back to Him and merge in
Him. The whole purpose of life is to realize this and the aim should be to
perfect ourselves, so that we become worthy to merge. That is the
purpose of life.
You wish to know the relationship between God and the individual
being? Well, God is the Universal Soul or the Paramatnia and we are
the individual souls or the Jivatmas. The relationship is like that of the
child to the parent who has given it birth and life. Now, you are a biologist,
aren't you? So let me explain it this way. Imagine a parent cell. This
cell gives forth dozens of tiny new cells. These cells separate from the
parent cell. But the parent cell still manages to keep contact with the
daughter cells by means of an invisible linking thread. Through this
thread, it continues to keep some sort of control over the daughter cells.
The daughter cells, however, are free to move about as they like. But
when they get lost or go astray, the parent cell may or may not pull them
back with a jerk. This thin thread also acts as a sort of telephone wire
sending messages between the parent cell and the daughter cells. The
parent cell or the master also has a sort of radar system by which it can
keep tabs on all the daughter cells.
Now the parent cell is .God and the daughter cells are the
innumerable living beings. The invisible thread is the link between God
and the living being and the telephone wire transmitting messages is our
conscience. When we do something wrong, God tells us and warns us
through this telephone wire or conscience.
Another way of looking at the whole thing is to imagine God as a
Master Computer. We are all tiny cogs and He is controlling all of us.
The computer has all the data of our actions, whether they are right
ones or wrong in its memory. So, very logically and justly, we get what
is due to us. If we have done wrong we reap unhappy results, and if we
have been good, we reap only beneficial and happy ones. That is God's
Law of the Universe.